
 Minutes of Atworth Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 20th July 2011 

Attending:  Eflie Gale-Sides, Bill Cooke, Alan Bagnell, Robert Floyd, Bob Hole, John 
Lambert, Tom McMahon, Maureen Weston, Mark Griffiths (County Councillor) & 
Duncan Hames MP. 

Minutes;     The Minutes of the Meeting on 18 May 2011 were approved; proposed 
Bob Hole, seconded Maureen Weston. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 May 
2011 were approved; proposed John Lambert, seconded Bob Hole. 

Welcome:   Madame Chairman welcomed Mr Hames to the Council Meeting. Mr 
Hames said he was delighted to be there. He provided a resume of issues he was 
addressing relevant to the Parish. 

Matters Arising 

Community Policing. Madame Chairman welcomed PC Barry Dalton. The PC 
reported there had been little to report since the last meeting of the Council. The 
training on use of speed recording devises had resulted in the first outing of the 
Atworth Community Speed Watch the previous evening for 1 hour at the eastern end of 
the village; 28 vehicles had been recorded exceeding the speed limit. The Police 
would follow up as appropriate. It was noted that the next meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Police Tasking Group would be held in Atworth Village Hall on 27 
July. The Parish Clerk reported on the recent 'metro count' at the Clock Tower; 85% 
of all vehicles were travelling at 34.2mph or slower. Therefore, under present criteria, 
we were ineligible for speed recording or speed indicator devises. The Clerk had also 
sought and obtained confirmation that the Parish Council could not purchase and 
install a Speed Indicator Devise (SID) without the agreement of Wiltshire Council. 
After further discussion it was agreed; proposed Alan Bagnell, seconded Robert Floyd 
that the Council take the matter back to the Area Board seeking the support of other 
local councils. The operation of Farm Watch was also, briefly, discussed. 
Melksham Area Board. The Clerk reported on the one Area Board held since the last 
Council meeting. The meeting focused on the needs of the older members of society. 
The main items of interest were: the announcement that a contract had been 
exchanged with Cooper Tyres and Wiltshire Council to purchase Melksham House 
and Grounds as the location of the new Melksham Campus. Care of the elderly in W.C 
residential homes is likely to become the responsibility of St Johns. The NHS is 
consulting on ways to improve crisis management for the elderly. W.C is reviewing 
its decision to stop 1 hour free parking. Maureen Weston reported that Great Western 
Hospital would now be responsible for health care in Wiltshire; the RUH would still 
feature in providing care. 
Accounts 11/12 The Parish Council approved; proposed Bill Cooke, seconded Alan 
Bagnell, the Balance Sheet for 30 June 2011. 
Copse of Pines, Mount Pleasant Madame Chairman reported that the Area Board 
would like some photos of the work done. It was agreed that David Webb be asked to 
do. The Clerk reported that discussions with Wiltshire Council on an option to transfer 
the Copse to the Parish Council had now arrived at a point where a decision was 
needed as to whether to proceed. It was agreed that it be discussed to a conclusion at 
the September meeting of the Council. 
Securing the Village Green The Council noted that the Area Board would also 

like photos of the work done here. Again David Webb to be asked to do. It was 

agreed; proposed Bill Cooke, seconded Bob Hole, that the item be removed from 

the Agenda. 
Bus Shelter Madame Chairman reported that work was in hand to erect the two 

bus shelters. However it would be nearer October before they were placed. A 



letter from Mr Cottell was read out suggesting that the bus stop at the Clock 

Tower be moved to Chapel Rise. As the decision to place a shelter at the Clock 

Tower had already been made and was in hand the Council concluded that the 

suggestion should not be pursued. The Clerk would reply to Mr Cottell. The 

Council noted the continued objections from previous correspondents about the 

placing of a shelter at the Clock Tower. 
Notice Board in the Village Hall The Board was now in place. Bill Cooke asked 

that thanks be recorded to John Day who had put up. It was agreed; proposed 

Bill Cooke, seconded Bob Hole that the item be removed from the agenda. 
Renew footpath plan As the plan was now in place it was agreed; proposed Bill 
Cooke, seconded Maureen Weston, that the item be removed from the Agenda. 
The Council noted that the Footpath Warden proposal that 3 stiles be replace by 

'kissing gates' had been referred to Wiltshire Council. A further review was to 

be done of sites on the northern side of the Village. 
Clock Tower servicing The Clerk reported that our contractor had undertaken 

a full overhaul of the clock; the bill was awaited. 
Jane Brown Charity The Clerk reported a cheque for £135 had been received 

from Sir James closing that element of the charity that was the responsibility of 

the Parish Council to distribute. It was agreed that Councillors should come to 

the September meeting ready to agree how the total sum available (£155) should 

be deployed. 
Public Open Space Survey The Clerk explained that he had not removed this 

item from the Agenda as the issue of the 106 agreement with Braemon Holdings 

over the football field needed to be highlighted. It was agreed; proposed Bob 

Hole, seconded Alan Bagnell that once the Clerk had reported the field plus the 

Recreation Field, the Copse of Pines and the Village Green, that the item be 

removed from the Agenda. 
Creation & Lease of Parking at the Village Hall The Clerk reported he had 

taken up the issue of parking at the entrance of Coronation Road with Wiltshire 

Highways. It was agreed to remove from the Agenda; proposed Bob Hole, 
seconded Robert Floyd. 
Review of Clerk's Job Description and Employment Contract The Council 
noted that the advert for a replacement Clerk had been published and would 

await applications. 
Funeral Bier The issue of its safe custody was discussed. Robert Floyd offered to 

reflect further on possible locations. 
Schedule of Parish Council Deeds held by Solicitors The Clerk reported on the 

outcome of a visit to the Councils solicitors. All Councillors were to be provided 

with a list of the holdings. The Clerk was asked to establish with the Land 

Registry the cost of checking and/or registering Council owned land. 
 
Correspondence 

Resignation of Mrs Mavis King as Parish Councillor. Notices have been placed 

asking parishioners if they wish an election; closing date is 28th July. The Clerk 

has written to Mrs King thanking her for her services to the Parish Council. 
Installation of Cycle Barrier^ footpath at Godwins Close Madame Chairman 

read out a letter from Mrs Slee, a resident of Godwins Close. The Clerk read out 
a letter from Mrs Cooper, also of Godwins Close. The Council noted that 
appropriate no cycling notices had been placed by Wiltshire Council. Cycle 

Barriers cannot be placed as there was insufficient W.C ground available. P.C 

Dalton said he would approach the school to encourage no cycling and would 

visit the site of the complaint. After further discussion the Parish Council 
concluded that they would wait to see if this had the desired result; thanking the 

Police, in anticipation, for their assistance in this matter. As a side issue concern 

was expressed about speeding in Godwins Close. The Clerk was asked to look 

into the issue and seek to resolve. 



Parking at Churchfields, the village school Letters from Mrs Evans, a resident 
of Bradford Road, and Mr Bennett, Head teacher of Churchfields, were read 

out. There was a long debate on the problem concluding, on the advise of Mark 

Griffiths, that the matter be taken to the Area Board particularly focusing on the 

provision of white lines in front of entrances on Bradford Road and concluding 

the outstanding issues from the School Travel Plan. The Clerk was asked to do 

so. 
Community Buying Groups The Clerk drew the Councils attention to this 

initiative. It was agreed that it was a potential for inclusion in the Parish Plan 

when it was revised. 
Letter from Mr K Spencer, re Atworth Parish Council-Notice of Complaint The 

Council noted the letter received from Mr Spencer and confirmed the Clerk's 

response that they would refrain from comment pending communication from 

the Local Government Ombudsman. 
Unlicensed Parking, Village Hall Yard The Council noted the proposal that 
signs be posted indicating restricted parking but decided that they would leave 

matters as they are for the moment. Mr Webb offered to provide to the Village 

Hall a map indicating where parking was permitted. 
Wiltshire Core Strategy Development Plan Document The Clerk drew the 

Councils attention to the closing date (8 August) for comments. 
Submission Draft Waste Site Allocations DPP The Clerk drew the Councils 

attention to the closing date (8 August) for comments. 
Community First AGM Wednesday 14 September 2011 The Clerk reported 

that the Council was invited to send 1 representative to the AGM. 
Public Sector Mapping Agreement The Clerk reported on the contents of a 

recent training day that he and Mr Ken Spencer had attended. 
Queens Diamond Jubilee The Parish Council welcomed the proposal that the 

Jubilee be marked by a locally created picture highlighting the Parish. It was 

agreed; proposed Maureen Weston, seconded Alan Bagnell, that the Parish 

Council take responsibility for the costs of framing and placing in the Village 

Hall. 

Reports 

Health Working Group. Maureen Weston indicated that she would provide a 

detailed report for the Councils next meeting. 
Melksham Council of Community Service. Madame Chairman reported that the 
Council were having difficulty in funding the 3 mini-buses provided for community 
use. 

Planning 

AT/11/01460  Old Tree Farm Temporary dwelling  Await decision  
AT/11/01620 Church Farm New build dairy shed Await decision  
The Clerk reported that a further 2 applications had been received.  
A Planning Meeting will be called for Wednesday 3rd August (Madame Chairman's 
apologies). 

Authorisation of Cheques 

Mrs H Stevens Sewage repair    £244.10 

Atworth WI Parish Assembly refreshments    £30.00  

A.W.Services Grass cutting    £191.40  

Community Service Village Hall insurance    £1458.41  

AON Ltd Council Insurance    £1275.06  

Citaglen refurbish footpath plan    £43.20  

A.W.Services grass cutting    £95.70  

I & B Ayliffe kerbing the village green    £2352.00  

Atworth Village Magazine Clerk advert    £11.00  



Hatherall & Co internal audit    £90.00  

Rosemary Ward neighbourhood watch     £50.00  

Parishonline mapping data access     £24.00 

Approved; proposed John Lambert, seconded Robert Floyd 

Any other business 

Parking on Pedestrian Crossing Zigzags The Clerk was asked to contact the 

police about this illegal parking. 
Footpath north side Bath Road between Godwins Close and Mead Park The 

Clerk was asked to contact Highways Department about the poor condition of 

this footway. 
Broadband Speeds The poor service to the Parish was discussed. Mark Griffiths 
offered to raise the issue with Wiltshire Council and report back. 

The meeting concluded at 10:00pm 

Dates of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 21st September and 16th November 2011 at 7:00pm in Village Hall 

 


