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Executive Summary 
 

Atworth Parish is a predominantly rural community situated in West Wiltshire to the east of the City of 

Bath. In 2007 the Parish Council asked Community First to provide a presentation to the community on 

the benefits of developing a Parish Plan and the Parish Council approved the creation of Atworth Parish 

Plan Steering Group (APPSG) as a sub committee of the Parish Council to consult the community and 

draft a Parish Plan document. 

 

APPSG was provided with a Constitution, Terms of Reference and a remit to go to the community and 

learn of the future wishes and needs through consultation meetings and a survey. Emphasis was placed on 

reaching all of the community irrespective of socio-economic orientation or geographic location. During 

2008/9 with guidance from Community First, APPSG undertook consultation meetings, created and 

managed community completion of a questionnaire, reviewed the analysed data from which a Parish Plan 

was drafted for presentation to the community and finally to the Parish Council as ‘owners’ of the Plan. 

 

From the outset the Parish Council has held a clear vision of a Parish Plan being necessary to ensure 

delivery of the future needs of our community and has always expressed that public consultation is a 

cornerstone of the development of the Parish Plan. This makes the Parish Plan a ‘living document’ built 

around the future wishes of the community of Atworth and the Parish Council ‘owners’ of the Parish 

Plan, an important tool to be used to provide for the future needs of Atworth Parish. 

 

The Parish Plan will be used to focus on the concerns, needs and wishes of our community and guide the 

development of the amenities and facilities within the Parish and has identified the following core 

Sections and needs. 

 

HOMES & HOUSING 
The need for a small number of affordable homes or the reallocation of existing stock in a sensitive way 

to balance the demand and supply within the restrictions of limited potential development sites. 

 
ENVIRONMENT 
Reinstate within the Village some recycling facility. Encourage reduction of litter and dog waste and 

improve access and facilities in some public areas for the mobility restricted, thereby promoting the use of 

the Recreation Ground and local footpaths. 

 

LEISURE, SPORT & SOCIAL 
Improve the provision of exercise/sport classes and facilities and regular social events within the Parish 

and the possibility of an annual ‘Atworth Community Event’. Encourage better publicity for those 

resources and events that do exist. 

 
TRAFFIC, TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS 
Investigate traffic speed reduction throughout the Parish, reduce hazards associated with poor road and 

pavement maintenance and reduce the need for street parking. Encourage the provision of a wider range 

of public transportation routes. 

 

In addition to the Core Section content there is also note of: 
1) The risks associated with the increased level of emergency vehicles passing through the village. 

2) Slow broadband speed affecting both business and leisure use of the internet in the village. 

3) Overgrown trees and hedges compromising use of some footpaths. 
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Introduction  
 

 
Atworth Parish Church of St Michael & All Angels 

 

Atworth Parish (population 1,280 in 2001), is situated in West Wiltshire. It lies west of Melksham and 

north-east of Bradford-on-Avon and is about four square miles in area. The Parish comprises the main 

village, the spine of which is Bath Road, the main A365, and the village is about one mile long running 

from Pye Corner to the east along to Neston Lane to the west. The village grew around several farmsteads 

along the main road with more recent additions of small housing developments and one small business 

park. Towards the west of the village between the Jubilee Clock Tower and the Turnpike Cottage a road 

branches south in the direction of Bradford-on-Avon and is designated as a Conservation Area, much of 

which is 18
th

 Century. This is the original ‘Middle Atworth’ and where the village school, church and 

village green can be found along with several original farms around which the village developed in 

medieval times. Beyond the village of Atworth there are the hamlets of Purlpit, Great Chalfield and Little 

Chalfield, and several remote smaller clusters of houses and farms. 

 

The Parish amenities include Churchfields, The Village School, Atworth, two Parish Churches (All 

Saints, Great Chalfield and St Michael and All Angels, Atworth) and an Independent Church, the Village 

Hall and Recreation Ground, a Youth Club, a garage which includes a shop and Post Office and The 

White Hart public house. At Great Chalfield there is a magnificent Manor House owned by the National 

Trust and an adjoining Parish Church. 

 
Great Chalfield Manor and Church of All Saints viewed from the north 
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Developing the Parish Plan 

Atworth Parish Council is determined to represent the residents of the Parish properly. To that end, after 

consulting Community First (see below), the Parish Council decided to develop a Parish Plan with the 

objective of capturing comprehensively the voice of the community. 

 

The Parish Plan will be used to focus on the concerns, needs and wishes of our community and guide 

development of the Parish and its amenities and facilities for the future. 

 

Parish Plan Steering Group 

During the winter of 2007/08 a Steering Group was established as a sub committee of the Parish Council. 

A Constitution and Terms of Reference were established for the Steering Group which then met with and 

sought guidance from Community First, a charity supported by Local Government and whose work will 

be found throughout Wiltshire.  

 

The aims of Community First are to work in partnership with grass roots communities and provide 

expertise and developmental support to help sustain and improve the experience and quality of rural 

living. Following this briefing exercise the Steering Group proceeded to undertake a consultation with the 

community and identify the issues for address within the scope of a Parish Plan.  

 

Topic Groups & Questionnaires 

Working from the Parish and Community 

Planning Toolkit provided by the Rural 

Community Councils, a strategy of public 

consultation and Parish Plan development was 

devised around five key Sections of Household, 

Housing, Local Environment, Leisure, Sport & 

Social, and Traffic Transport & Travel. 

During the summer of 2008 the Steering Group 

was present at Churchfields, the Village School, 

Summer Fayre, the Village Hall Event and the 

Autumn Show. In addition throughout the year 

presentations were given to the Youth Club, 

Women’s Institute, Shell Court (sheltered 

housing), Great & Little Chalfield residents and 

The Village School. At each event the community was able to express views on all aspects of the key 

Sections and suggest ideas. From that input, during the winter of 2008/09 a Household Questionnaire was 

created. The Steering Group worked to formulate relevant questions for each key Section in order to 

establish a need for action. In addition a Business Questionnaire was created. In late June 2009 the 

Questionnaire was delivered to every household and business in the Parish. A collection of completed 

Household Questionnaires and Business Questionnaires was undertaken one month later and drop off 

points throughout the Parish were also arranged for the return of completed responses through to the end 

of August 2009. 

 

The Responses and Actions 

Of the 540 Household and Business Questionnaires delivered there were 161 returned. From the returned 

Questionnaires the ‘free text’ comments and suggestions were summarised by the Steering Group before 

the Questionnaires were sent for statistical analysis. Three potential providers were considered to 

undertake the analysis of the Questionnaires and the Steering Group chose Aqueous Ltd of Weston super 

Mare. Aqueous Ltd are a design and print company and also have a proven track record in working for 

other Parish Plan groups and producing data and reports to a high standard at a competitive cost. 
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Once the analysis was returned the Steering Group was strengthened with additional volunteer support. 

Four Section Topic Groups were formed to concentrate on both the returned data analysis and the relevant 

free text comments which had been provided by the community at the consultation events. From this 

statistical evidence, community comments and taking account of ability to deliver on change, the Section 

Topic Groups identified issues to be addressed and made recommendations for action, by whom and 

against a time frame. In March 2010 a first draft Parish Plan was presented to Atworth Parish Council for 

their endorsement. During March and April primary stakeholders and interested parties were consulted to 

validate the viability of action recommendations. The first draft Parish Plan was updated and a second 

draft presented to the Parish Council and community for a further public consultation at the Atworth 

Parish Assembly on 21
st
 April 2010. Following this, approved amendments were adopted and a third, 

final draft of the Plan was presented to the community on 3
rd

 July 2010 at Churchfields, the Village 

School, Summer Fayre and then to the Parish Council on 21
st
 July 2010. During the summer the Parish 

Council deliberated on the Atworth Parish Plan and in September final approval was given and 

immediately thereafter a copy of the Atworth Parish Plan was printed and delivered to every address in 

the Parish. A copy was made available on the village website for those who wished for that format, 

(http://www.atworth.org.uk/). 

 

The Parish Plan is under the ‘ownership’ of Atworth Parish Council and it is the Parish Council which is 

responsible for implementing the Parish Plan. The Parish Plan is not ‘set in stone’, it is a living document 

under perpetual review and will be revised as circumstances change and new opportunities arise. This will 

enable plans to develop to reflect the needs and wishes of our community in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 
Churchfields, The Village School, Atworth 
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A Brief History of Atworth 
There is evidence of early human settlement in the area occupied by Atworth today with the building of a 

large villa around 190AD during the Roman settlement. Atworth village has existed for a thousand years 

and has developed from the ‘hundred of Atworth’ from the early Domesday books and with a first record 

in the Charter of King Aethelred dated 1001. 

 

Many of the farms and settlements were established before the 13
th

 Century and during its early years the 

village was the property of the Abbey of Shaftesbury. In 1330 there is a record of the payment of a tithe 

to the Abbess. This ownership is presumed to have continued until the Dissolution of 1536/1540. 

 

After the Dissolution the village site and the then three Manors (or large farms) played an important part 

in the development of agricultural life and accompanying trades. There are detailed histories from the mid 

15
th

 Century in respect of the large farms and the Manors at Great Chalfield, Cottles and Neston. During 

the Civil War Great Chalfield was garrisoned by Parliamentarian forces and in 1645 withstood a siege by 

Royalist troops. 

 

 
Detail from Andrews and Dury’s map of Wiltshire, 1810 

 

Thereafter rural life continued through to the Industrial Revolution years of 1750-1850 after which 

communication and improved transportation arrived in the village, followed by utility services during the 

early 1900’s. At the turn of the century almost all of 

Atworth was part of the Neston Estate which employed 

over 100 people. In the 1920’s New Mendip 

Engineering was established in Atworth eventually 

becoming a major employer of some 600 people during 

the Second World War engaged in manufacturing 

rotating gun turrets and solving the problem of 

interchangeable wings for Spitfire aircraft. In 1948 the 

business was sold to Dowty Group which continued an 

engineering and manufacturing business until 1991. In 

1949 Major Sir Gerard Fuller of Neston Estate released 

for sale many houses in the village to be purchased by 

their tenants, contributing to the village being self 

sustaining as many trades, shops and businesses had 

been established by this time.  

 
 

Mrs G. P. Fuller laying the foundation stone for the 
Village Institute, later known as the Village Hall 
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Although much of Neston Estate is outside of the Parish, many longstanding connections remain to this 

day with the Parish and both Great Chalfield Manor and Cottles Park, which in 1939 was occupied by 

Stonar School, (evacuated from Sandwich, Kent), and has remained there and thrived ever since. 

 

 
Neston Park Estate staff photograph c.1925 

 

To this day Atworth remains a predominantly rural community at the centre of six working farms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Jubilee Clock Tower and Atworth Independent Church 
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Homes & Housing 

 
 
GENERAL 
The Questionnaire responses show a wide range of types of homes in the Parish therefore addressing the 

needs of most demographic groups. Observation shows that over the years new development has in the 

main been sympathetic to earlier buildings in both material used and also in features designed into more 

recently built properties. More recent housing development has been along the main A365 Bath Road and 

the Conservation Area along Bradford Road remains primarily untouched. There have also been several 

renovations of older properties the style of which reflect many of the original features and materials used. 

 
Homes 
There were 328 people living in 161 households who responded to the survey and told us about their 

homes. 135 of households that responded were owned homes, of which six also owned second homes. 

Just one respondent said their home in Atworth was not their main residence. They told us that, in the last 

10 years, 23 people from these households have moved out of the Parish, 15 to pursue employment, seven 

to attend university and three because of lack of affordable housing. Whilst many left for employment 

reasons some seven people may wish to return to the Parish. A survey, carried out in 2007 by Community 

First for the Parish Council, indicated at that time, a need for six affordable homes in the Parish. 

 

Housing  

The survey revealed some 60% of respondents did not want to see any large scale housing development. 

Conversely 66% wanted more suitable housing for the elderly. However there is a dichotomy here with 

sheltered housing for the elderly lying empty. Equally some 120 (79%) considered that more needed to be 

done to provide homes for young people and families. 

 
Shell Court provides local sheltered accommodation for the elderly 
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The Issues 
 

• Affordable housing usage 

• Elderly residents needs 

• No large development 

• Flooding of homes 

• Create awareness of Wiltshire 2026 
 



It maybe that both issues can be resolved by Housing Associations/landlords creating opportunity for 

elderly residents to move to sheltered housing thereby freeing up larger properties for larger families with 

children. This is, possibly, more realistic than further development. Land in the Parish available for 

housing is limited, other than infill and that will only produce a small addition. Wiltshire 2026 projections 

suggest ‘moderate’ development in Atworth Village although this is not well defined and Wiltshire 

Council has no opinion as to potential location. Interestingly very few people were aware of the potential 

impact on Atworth of Wiltshire 2026. 

 

Flooding  

During the past five years, five households have experienced flooding; the principal cause being lack of 

care and maintenance of road drainage. The Highways Department should construct a regular programme 

of drainage clearance of causal sites to reduce/eliminate the cause. 

 

Note 
A number of ‘free comments’ were made regarding on-street parking. This is covered in Traffic, 

Transport and Highways. It has been suggested that those households with garage or parking which is 

unused may wish to offer it for use. 

 
Parking hazards in Bradford Road 

Requests for action 
 

1. Investigate further the provision and utilisation of affordable housing within the village. 

 

2. Seek to resolve the issues of housing the elderly and providing family homes. 

 

3. Where flooding occurs, seek to identify and remove the cause. 
 
4. Help the community become more aware of Wiltshire 2026. 
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Environment 
 

GENERAL 
There is a well-maintained Recreation Ground with children’s play area, Village Hall and an active, well-

supported Youth Club, churches, pub and garage including a shop and post office. A network of footpaths 

surrounds the village, though some of the stiles can be difficult to negotiate. Part of the village, namely 

along the Bradford Road is a conservation area. The village has a fortnightly kerbside recycling collection 

service. Nearest centres are at Shaw (two miles), and a main household recycling centre for all types of 

rubbish is at Bowerhill, Melksham (five miles).  

 
Recycling 

There is a strong wish for a plastics and cardboard recycling service in the Parish. The village did have a 

facility of large bins for the public to recycle plastics and cardboard etc., but this was removed in 2007. 

 

Footpaths 

The footpaths within the Parish are generally well used, but some stiles are difficult. If some more stiles 

could be replaced with kissing gates, then it would open up the network to many more walkers and would 

make required maintenance easier. A map of all the public footpaths and bridleways is on the wall outside 

the Village Hall and may also be posted on the Village Website; (http://www.atworth.org.uk/). 

 

Recreation Ground  

Better gated access to and hard surface path around the Recreation Ground would make this useable for 

wheelchair users and more enjoyable for all. Maintenance of the ground is a top priority and improved 

drainage in parts could be considered. 

 

Litter 

Fly tipping, litter and discarded ‘doggy wraps’ are a problem. The local WI has taken up the role of litter 

picking and has managed to restrict this aspect somewhat within the village. The other issues are still a 

problem. Until discarding litter becomes socially unacceptable and fixed penalty fines are regularly 

imposed on perpetrators, this problem will remain. 

 
Note 

There were mixed views on dog bins. Many respondents would like more dog bins. This would create 

further financial and management problems and treat the symptoms not the cause. The Wiltshire 

Council’s advice to the Parish is that owners should take their litter including dog waste home. 

Monitoring and on-the-spot fines could encourage this. 
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The Issues 
 

• Improve recycling facilities 

• Replace stiles where appropriate 

• Improve Recreation Ground access 
• Litter, including dog waste 



Requests for action 
 
  1.   Reinstate a facility of large bins for the public to recycle plastics and cardboard. 

 

  2.   Negotiate the replacement of stiles with kissing gates especially on paths in regular use. 

 

  3.   Improve access to recreation ground and create an all-weather path around inside perimeter  

        suitable for wheelchair users. 

  

  4.   Parishioners with Wiltshire Council’s help to discourage dog waste and litter using fixed  

        penalty fines when feasible. 
 

 

 
Children’s play area in the Recreation Ground 
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Leisure Sport & Social 
 

 
  The White Hart 

GENERAL 

Many of the community have active and varied 

leisure, sporting and social lives and those who are 

able, have indicated they are willing to travel out of 

the Parish for their activities. The vast majority of 

facilities sought by the community are generally 

found within a 10 mile radius of the Parish with the 

most popular sporting activities being swimming, 

cycling and golf and the most popular leisure and 

social activities being walking, cinema and social 

drinking. Several questionnaire respondents indicated 

a lack of facility within the Parish and the 10 mile radius when in fact these facilities do exist, so 

improved publicity is needed. There is demand in other sections of the Parish Plan for improved 

transport/travel links to allow more people to access facilities for their chosen leisure sport and social 

activities. This supports an opinion that the Parish should remain as a rural environment and further 

development ‘spread’ should be avoided.  

 
Exercise/Sport 

A range of suggestions was put forward for classes or common interest groups such as cycling, running, 

walking, Pilates, yoga and general keep fit exercise classes. These came as much from those in the 

community who already travel out of the Parish to participate as well as those who wish to see this 

provision in the Parish. There were further requests to provide improved facilities at the Recreation 

Ground. 

 
Village/Parish Social Events 

The range of suggestions was extensive with some suggested events already part of our Parish life 

calendar noticeably a History Group, Youth Club and Flower Show. There is also strong support for the 

maintenance of facilities within the Parish for young people.  

 
Atworth Youth Club Centre 
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The Issues 
 

• Provide more exercise/sport classes 

• More social events in the Village/Parish 
• Better publicity for events and facilities 



Regular events such as film evenings, bingo, quiz nights and dance classes were suggested. There was a 

wide ranging set of suggestions to form the basis of an annual ‘village event’ with the objective of 

providing a focus for greater community in a form that would appeal to as many as possible. There were 

specific comments on the lack of social opportunity for elders and a companionship/luncheon club or 

similar was suggested. 

 
Improved Publicity 

From the questionnaire responses there were suggestions for facilities and resources that do in fact 

already exist. A means of providing the source of this information to our community needs to be 

investigated. 

 
Note 

A very wide variety of suggestions has been put forward for activities and events for the Parish. There 

were also over 50 suggested general improvements made for the Parish overall against the question 

‘Which one thing will make Atworth a better place’ and these extended across all Sections of the Parish 

Plan, not just Leisure, Sport & Social. 

 

 

 
Requests for Action 
 
1. Provide a range of exercise and keep fit classes/groups and facilities both indoor and outdoor (at 

Recreation Ground) for participants. 

 

2. Develop regular social events for the village community. Music/film evening, quiz evening, bingo 

and social/companionship provision for elders. 

 

3. An annual Atworth Community Event to be established to promote a sense of community for all. 

 

4. Better and more widespread publicity and information on events, facilities and resources that 

already exist. 
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Traffic, Transport & Highways 
 

GENERAL 
Most of the village lies along the busy A365 main road which has very narrow pavements in places. 

Opportunities to make changes to this main road are limited by law. Old houses and cottages have no 

garage/parking space. Residents are well served by public transport and other schemes, but not the 

railway. The majority of employed respondents work within five miles of Atworth and the car is the chief 

form of transport used, with 198 respondents always having access to one. There is a variety of services 

for access to the Royal United Hospital and other hospitals. Bradford Road is in a conservation area. 

 

Speeding Traffic 

Speeding traffic is seen as the chief concern (particularly entering the village from the west and where 

pedestrians to Neston Farm Shop must cross the main road for access to a path). There are no calming 

measures; however there have been few serious accidents in the last 28 years. Safety of pedestrians and 

cyclists on the Bradford Road to Stonar cross roads, on the Wiltshire Cycleway and along A365 is also a 

serious issue.  

 
Traffic speeds down hill past Neston Farm Shop turn-out and into the village 

 

Uneven Pavements 

The state of pavements in places is poor, (e.g. very uneven, encroached by grass). This aspect is very 

hazardous to pedestrians particularly at night and to the elderly with impaired vision. Mead Park 

pavement has deteriorated badly because delivery vehicles are forced to mount the pavement to get round 

the parked cars of owners who do not live in the road. Dropped kerbs need to be installed where 

necessary for disabled and wheel chair users. 
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The Issues 
 

• Speeding traffic 

• Pedestrian safety 

• Flooding of highways 

• North/South bus routes 

• Street parking 

• Erosion of grassed area in Market Place 



 
Uneven and narrow pavements present hazards for pedestrians along the busy A365 Bath Road 

 

Flooding 

Flooding in Bradford Road and the western entrance to village on A365 is often a problem. New 

enlarged drains are required from Bradford Road and a new culvert for the A365 west of the bus stop. 

(The continuing problem on the minor approach road to Great Chalfield has been alleviated in part 

through improved farmland drainage and a new culvert and footbridge funded by a Parish Improvement 

Grant in 2009). 

 

Transport 

Residents have little difficulty with transportation. But north/south bus routes to Chippenham, Swindon 

and to Corsham and Bradford on Avon are too limited to be a serious alternative to the car. Also the route 

to Trowbridge could be increased to twice every week instead of just the once. 

 

Street parking 

Street parking along Bath Road, Bradford Road, Market Place, and Mead Park is seen as an issue, with 

respondents not wishing to see any increase in parking in these areas. Parking in the Market Place has 

eroded the grass edges, but this could to be redefined by hard kerbing. This problem is exacerbated by 

parents taking and collecting children to and from the school by car rather than walking. 

 

 
Eroded edge to Village Green in the Market Place and hazardous parking on Mead Park corner 

 

 
 
 

 

 

17 



Note 
Respondents who wished 4:1 for a zebra crossing on the A365 (and are delighted with its recent 

installation) also noted deep concern at speeding on the A365 on a ratio of 15:1. This is clearly a major 

issue. 

 

 
Requests for action 
 

1. Calming measures to reduce traffic speeds. 

 

2.  Level and resurface pavements where necessary. Install dropped kerbs. 

 

3.  Improve drainage where roads flood. 

 

4.  North/South bus routes. 

 

5.  More parking areas/garages. 

 

6.  Installing hard kerbs round grass in Market Place. 

 

 
The Green along Bradford Road conservation area 
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Action Plans 
 

 

 

 
The ‘Wish Tree’ board raised many issues 
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Homes & Housing 

 ISSUE OBJECTIVE ACTION PARTNERSHIP TIMETABLE 

1 Affordable 
Housing 

To provide sufficient 
and correct mix of 
dwellings to meet the 
needs of those living in 
or with family ties to 
Atworth. 

Approach Wiltshire Council (WC) 
and relevant Housing Association. 
Landowners. 

Atworth 
Parish 
Council 
(APC), WC 
and potential 
providers 

5 years 
 

2 Elderly 
and 
Family 
Housing 

To provide a balance 
to the Affordable 
Housing supply. 

Open a debate to identify and 
encourage a means of more 
effective use of Affordable Housing 
and check how this may influence 
future need of these types of 
housing stock. 

APC, WC, 
Housing 
Association, 
private 
landlords 
 

2 years 

3 Flooding Remove currently 
identified ‘hotspots’ to 
prevent future flooding 
episodes. 

Approach WC Highways to identify 
and agree causal locations and 
pursue a remedial plan with WC 
and adjacent landowners. 

APC , WC 
and 
landowners 

3 years 

4 Wiltshire 
2026 
 
 

Ensure our community 
is aware of WC vision 
for Wiltshire in 2026 
and the effects this 
vision may have on our 
Parish. 

Open debate within our Parish. 
Provide access and contact details 
to our community for the WC team 
working on Wiltshire 2026 and 
encourage community comment 
through both APC and direct to 
WC. 

APC, WC, 
Village 
Magazine, 
community 

Immediate 
and ongoing 

 
What Is Wiltshire 2026? 

Wiltshire Council came into being on 1
st
 April 2009 and unites the former Districts of North and West 

Wiltshire, Kennet and Salisbury with the former Wiltshire County Council. The merger of five planning 

authorities provides the opportunity to bring together their development plans and to prepare a single 

local development framework (LDF) for the whole of Wiltshire. 

 

The most important component of the LDF is the core strategy. Wiltshire Council has prepared Wiltshire 

2026 for public consultation as an important step towards the development of the Wiltshire Core Strategy. 

It is intended to take forward the work already undertaken by the former Wiltshire District Councils. The 

present document is not a core draft policy. It is however an important stage in the preparation of the core 

draft strategy which will follow in 2010. 

 

Wiltshire 2026 contains a number of elements which will steer the shape of the core strategy and which 

will allocate development to individual towns and community areas across Wiltshire. It is therefore most 

important for Wiltshire Council to engage with its communities, (i.e. us), and stakeholders to ensure that 

its forthcoming policies and proposals are sound. 

 

How does it affect Atworth? 

Atworth is the only large village in the Melksham Community Area. It provides a reasonable level of 

services and is the focus of some employment. A modest level of development will therefore be 

appropriate. It is anticipated that Atworth will have capacity to accommodate modest levels of 

development, to respond to housing need and support local services, increasing its self containment.  
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Environment 

 ISSUE OBJECTIVE ACTION PARTNERSHIP TIMETABLE 

1 Improve 
current 
recycling 
facilities 

To reinstate within 
the village the 
facility of large bins 
for the public to 
recycle plastics and 
cardboard. 

Consult the 
relevant 
authorities with a 
view to provide 
facilities for 
recycling plastics 
and cardboard. 

APC, AYC, WC 
and recycling 
agencies 

2 years 

2 Replace stiles 
with kissing 
gates where 
appropriate 

To encourage the 
use of footpaths and 
enable easier 
maintenance. 

Consult the 
relevant bodies 
and identify 
areas of greatest 
need. 

APC, WC, 
Ramblers Assoc, 
occupiers and 
landowners 
including the 
National Trust 

2 years, 
ongoing 

3 Improve 
wheelchair 
access and 
facilities in 
recreation 
ground 

To create an easy 
access to the 
recreation ground 
for wheelchair users 
and provide an all-
weather surface 
path around 
perimeter. 

Discuss with 
relevant bodies 
the installation of 
an easy access 
gate for 
wheelchair users 
and the creation 
of an all-weather 
surface path 
around perimeter 
for all users. 

Rec. Gnd. 
committee, APC, 
WC., relevant 
grant giving 
bodies, charities 

2 years 

4 Litter including 
dog waste 

To reduce litter and 
eliminate dog waste 
on public areas and 
footpaths. 

Obtain practical 
advice from WC 
Dog Warden. 
Explore options 
for enforcement 
and on-the-spot 
fines. 

APC, WC, WI, 
residents and 
Wilts Police 

1 year 

 

 Abbreviations 
  A.P.C.  Atworth Parish Council 
  A.P.P.S.G. Atworth Parish Plan Steering Group 
  A.Y.C.  Atworth Youth Club 
  W.C.  Wiltshire Council 
  W.I.  Women’s Institute 
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Leisure, Sport & Social Activities 

 ISSUE OBJECTIVE ACTION PARTNERSHIP TIMETABLE 

1 Improve 
provision of 
exercise/sport 
classes and 
facilities for all 
within the 
Parish. 

To provide within the 
village the opportunity 
to participate in 
walking, Pilates, yoga 
and general keep fit 
classes for both able 
and disabled. This will 
give ‘local provision’ 
for such demand and 
reduce the need to 
travel for such 
facilities. 
Provide contact details 
for running and cycling 
clubs in the area. 

Assess demand 
and then identify 
potential provider 
organisations. 
Engage with 
Village Hall Cttee 
as indoor facility 
provider and 
Recreation 
Ground Cttee as 
outdoor facility 
provider. 
Identify & 
publicise existing 
clubs. 

APC as catalyst,  
external provider 
organisations, 
Village Hall Cttee 
& Recreation 
Ground Cttee 

1 year 

2 Provide 
regular village 
social events 

Make available regular 
events such as quiz 
evening, bingo, 
film/music evening, 
food & drink event, 
luncheon club for 
elders. A regular 
companionship facility 
for elders & those 
living alone. 

Better publicise 
existing events 
already offered 
by White Hart P 
H, Neston Farm 
Shop & School. 
Identify providers 
for events not yet 
offered. 

Current Event 
providers, 
Age Concern, 
APC to identify 
provider for new 
events & facilities 
 

1 year 

3 Provide an 
annual 
Atworth 
Community 
Event 

Have a focal event to 
bring together people 
from all parts of our 
Parish at a social 
event that will appeal 
to all and promote the 
widely expressed wish 
to increase the sense 
of community in 
Atworth. 

Assess demand 
and identify a 
suitable event 
and provision 
format, 
suggestions 
include barn 
dance, 
barbeque, village 
fete,  
‘Party at the Rec‘ 

APC 
Possible 
commercial 
stakeholders 

2 years 

4 Publicity for 
events and 
resources 

The Parish Plan 
Questionnaire 
identified demand for 
many events, facilities 
and resources that are 
currently available but 
clearly need to be 
better publicised. This 
will improve take up for 
the benefit of providers 
and participants. 

Identify 
‘wishes/wants’ 
and identify 
providers. Send 
providers details 
and encourage 
greater publicity. 

APC, APPSG 
The Village 
Magazine, 
WC publications 
Commercial 
providers 

1 year 
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Traffic, Transport & Highways 

 ISSUE OBJECTIVE ACTION PARTNERSHIP TIMETABLE 

1 Measures to 
reduce 
speeding 
traffic 

To minimise the risk 
of harm to 
pedestrians and other 
road users by 
reducing the speed of 
vehicles 
a) through the village 
on A365 
b) along Bradford 
Road/Wiltshire 
Cycleway. 

a) Investigate for a 40 
mph zone on A365 to 
be extended 
northwards from the 
village past farm shop 
and to install an 
electronic speed 
reminder. 
b) To designate the 
Bradford Rd/Wiltshire 
Cycleway a ‘Quiet 
Lane’. 
c) Investigate ‘village 
gates’ on entering 30 
mph zone. 

APC, Box PC, 
WC, police and 
landowners 

2 years 

2 Pedestrian 
safety 

To level and 
resurface pavements 
and install dropped 
kerbs where 
necessary. 

Identify areas of need 
and submit to relevant 
authorities. 

APC, WC, 
residents and 
landowners 

2 years 

3 Flooding of 
highways 

Reduce risk of 
flooding wherever 
susceptible. 

Improve drainage, 
enlarge culverts where 
necessary. 

APC, WC, 
occupiers and 
landowners 

1 year 

4 North/South 
bus routes 

To provide a bus 
service linking 
Atworth with 
Bradford-on-Avon, 
Corsham and 
Chippenham. 

Encourage the public 
bus company to provide 
a N/S service. 

APC, First 
Bristol Buses, 
WC, Area 
Board new MP 
Duncan Hames 

1 year 

5 Street 
parking 

To reduce the 
hazards of parking 
along streets. 

Identify suitable 
alternative sites for car 
parking. 

APC, police, 
landowners 

2 years 

6 Erosion of 
grassed area 
in Market 
Place 

To improve the 
appearance and 
definition of the 
grassed area of the 
Market Place. 

Consult with WC APC 
planning sub-
committee. 

APC, WC, and 
residents 

1 year 

7 Need for bus 
shelters 

To provide shelters at 
Shell Court and the 
Clock Tower. 

Investigate the 
possibility of providing 
shelter at bus stops. 

APC, WC 2 years 
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