
Atworth Parish Council, Parish Assembly Chairman’s Report 16th April 2014 
 
 
In reporting on the activities of the Parish Council over the past year,  
Local elections took place in May of last year and we had 14 nominations for 
9 posts. The turnout for our village was 49%, which is quite exceptional. 
 
Since those elections we have had no councillor vacancies, which is quite 
encouraging. The new council are working hard to achieve the best on behalf 
of the village. 
 
 
We also welcomed Cllr Terry Chivers, our new Unitary Member at County 
Hall. Terry has joined us at many council meetings including the newly 
introduced Councillor Surgeries. 
 
As always, I wish to portray the year’s positives and of course, the inevitable 
negatives. 
 
Positives: 
 
 

  

 Over a period of time the Parish Council has been working through 
the Parish Plan, some elements have been achieved so we are 
looking forward to our next goals, as you have just heard from John 
Polhill. 

 Atworth Youth Club. This valuable community asset continues to 
provide a secure environment for our young people to develop. 
Neston Estate has recognised this, by recently renewing the lease, 
at a pepper corn rent. Thank Bernard Cain for his help and 
guidance with this. 

 The W.I continues to work as Village Caretaker. The Parish Council 
are very grateful for their hard work in keeping the village free of 
litter and in good order. 

 The clock tower was decorated at Christmas time, with many 
positive comments received, so we are considering carrying this out 
again this year.   

 Area Board meetings, we maintain a presence at these important 
meetings and related sub groups, community area partnership, 
health, community safety, etc. Time spent at these meetings, is well 
worth the effort. At the same time, funding has been sought for local 
projects. 

 Secured funding  to restore the war memorial, which forms part of 
our clock tower  

 . A Parish Council surgery is held in the Atworth Institute every two 
months, alternating with the full monthly meetings. 

 The school travel plan has also been reviewed this year and the 
findings may result in producing improvements 

 



However, on the negative side: 
 
 
 

1. Vandalism dry stone wall and bus shelter glazing. There have also 
been significant thefts of items from gardens, so we should continue to 
watch out for one another. 

 
2. Speeding through and beyond the village remains an issue,  

 
3. The poor visibility of the zebra crossing remains a problem. I hope that 

installation of LED Halo lights like those at Shaw school may give the 
solution. Also whitening the road markings at the crossing. 

 
 
Other issues: 

 . We continue to maintain an excellent working relationship with our 
local Police. We are grateful for the time and care put in by PC 
Dalton and his team and the regular reports they present to us. 

 We have been working closely with the highways department to 
resolve issues in Mead Park, Coronation Road and Bradford Road. 
Waiting restrictions and double yellow lines are being considered, 

 We welcomed Paul Millard the footpaths officer who informed us of 
his role in relation to the Parish.  

 
We, as a consultee of Wiltshire Council, have considered 15 Planning 
Applications during the past year. 
 
Finally I would like to thank my fellow Councillors and my Clerk for their work 
and support over the past year. I would also like to acknowledge, in advance 
of the reports you are about to hear, the hard work of the many volunteers 
who enrich our Parish and make it a better place for all of us, and thank 
everyone attending this evenings Parish Assembly. 
 
 
 


