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Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly 

held on Wednesday, 15th April 2015 at Atworth Institute Village Hall 

 

Apologies:  Councillors: William Bird, Juliette de Maplas-Player  

Parishioners: Ken Spencer, Rodney & Christine Price, Steven and Mary Whitaker, 
Hilary and David Hough, PC Barry Dalton, John Polhill 

Attending: Councillors, Effie Gale-Sides, (Chairman) Maureen Weston, (Vice 
Chairman), Alan Bagnell, Arnold Snowball, Ros Cooper, Charles Boyle, Terry Chivers 
(Unitary) 

Mitch Roberts, (Parish Clerk), plus 19 members of the public 

Cllr Effie Gale-Sides, Chairman, formally opened the meeting and welcomed 
those attending. 

Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Assembly, held on 16 April, 2014 were approved.  
Resolution proposed by Charles Boyle and seconded by Maureen Weston. 

Matters Arising: There were none. 

Bank and Building Society Balances: Lloyds Bank - £10067 Santander - £4539 
 
Chairman’s Report: Madam Chairman thanked the Parish Council and the Parish 
Clerk for all their hard work. She had been proud to work together with councillors who 
evidently were greatly committed to the wellbeing of the Parish.  She presented her 
report for 2014 and this will be available on the Parish Council 
website.www.atworth.org 
 

Presentations: 

 Beulah Lewis: Mrs Lewis was given an award for her outstanding service to Atworth. 

 The Chairman presented her with a beautiful certificate, flowers, and chocolates. She said 
that she was very proud to give the award as it was extremely well deserved, and long 
overdue. Beulah had helped the Atworth Playgroup for 37 years, served Meals on Wheels in 
the village for 15 years and had collected for Poppy Day in Atworth for 17 years. In addition 
she was a caring and considerate friend to very many; visiting them in hospital and helping in 
times of trouble. 

 Beulah replied “I am truly grateful. I have never received an award before. I never expected to 
be thanked. I enjoyed what I did very, very much. Playgroup was wonderful as I loved the 
children very much. “Meals on Wheels” was very rewarding and worthwhile. I did the Poppy 
sales until I fell down and couldn’t continue. I shall keep the award in pride of place.” 

Defibrillator accreditation award:  Atworth has an award as it now has a community 
defibrillator and is an accredited location.  It has to be ready and available for use at 
all times to remain part of the 999 service. We supply a monthly acknowledgement 
that the device is in use place and is suitable for use. 

http://www.atworth.org/
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Some villagers have received awareness training from the local St John’s Ambulance 
team and more training will be provided in the future. The sessions are held in the 
Atworth Institute. 

It is available to those aged 15+ and its aim is to build confidence, provide an 
opportunity to familiarise with the equipment and to learn about CPR (cardio 
pulmonary resuscitation.) 

   
Parish Plan Update: In the absence of John Polhill, the clerk read out John’s report, 
which will be on the parish Council’s website. 
 
Report by County Councillor: Terry Chivers presented his report, which will be on 
the Parish Council website.  
 
Report from St Michaels & All Angels: Shona Hoad presented the report. 
 
Report from Wiltshire Police: PCSO Maggie Ledbury presented the report. 
 
Atworth Traffic Action Group (ATAG): There was nothing to report.  
 
Report from Wiltshire Good Neighbours: Lise Griffiths presented her report 
 
Report from Churchfields School: Simon Futcher presented his report 
 
Report from Atworth WI: Mrs Jean Kain presented the report. 
 
Report from the Over 55’s Afternoon Tea: Sylvia Roberts presented the report,  
 
Report from Atworth Youth Club: Rachel Carver, Youth Club Secretary, presented 
her report. 
 
Report from Atworth Independent Church: The report is on the Parish Council 
website. 
 
Report from the Trustees of the Village Hall and Recreation Ground: Richard 
Clark presented the report. 
 
Report from Atworth History Group:  Jim Gooding presented the report. 
 
Report from Speed Watch: Alan Lee presented the report. 
 
Report from ATAG: In the absence of Ken Spencer, a report will be placed on the 
website 
 
Any Other Business: Madam Chairman mentioned the following: 
 

 The Melksham Area Community Safety Group is launching its SmartWater initiative in 
Melksham Market Place on can see the product and ask questions but more 
importantly, buy less than half the normal price! A grant from the Police and Crime 
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Commissioner has enabled the purchase of these kits at a special, reduced price to 
help keep Melksham a safe and low-crime area. 
SmartWater is a harmless, invisible, individually traceable liquid and property marking 
system that can be applied to any non-porous surface on items of value to deter theft 
and to help identify culprits for prosecution. 

 Madam Chairman thanked everyone for their input which made this such a 
successful meeting. In particular her thanks went to her Vice-Chairman, 
Maureen Weston. She invited those attending to remain after the meeting’s 
closure to enjoy refreshments. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm 
 
Mitch Roberts 
Parish Clerk 
16/04/2015 


