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Since my previous report in 2014, it has continued to be a busy year for the school 
community of Churchfields. 
 
The hard work of the pupils, staff and governors has paid off and we had much improved 
end of Key Stage One and Two results last year, and the progress children are making 
throughout all year in all subjects is accelerating. 
 
At the start of this school year, we introduced the International Primary Curriculum across 
the school. The IPC links with the new National Curriculum and takes a topic-based approach 
to learning. Children learn the curriculum through exciting themes which motivates and 
inspires them to want to find out more. Alongside this, every class is given a budget every 
term to spend on ‘Wow!’ days to get their topics off with a bang! Key Stage One started off 
the year with a topic on circuses. Their Wow! Day involved children coming into school 
dressed in circus outfits and working with a circus performer learning circus skills. They really 
enjoyed this and still talk about it many months later! 
 
Our Wow! days are now the focus of our Atworth and Monkton Farleigh transfer 
arrangements which no longer happen every week. This change was in direct response to 
the wishes of our parents and means that pupils visit the other base of the school for a 
purposeful and enjoyable activity. This has been an extremely beneficial change so far. 
 
Mrs Norris has returned to us after her year’s maternity leave.  We were pleased at being 
able to accommodate her request for part time working whilst keeping Miss Connelly, the 
teacher covering the absence, who has become an important member of our staff. The two 
teachers now share responsibility for Nightingale class with Mrs Norris just taking the class 
every Friday. Miss Connelly successfully completed her induction year this January. 
 
We have also appointed a new Special Educational Needs Coordinator or SENCo – Mrs Elaine 
Stone, and a site manager/caretaker – Mr Tony Hack. Both staff will work over both bases 
supporting all children and staff. Mrs Bush, a Teaching Assistant at our Monkton Farleigh 
base recently had a baby so is being covered by Mrs Heidi Hart until her return later in the 
year. 
 
To keep our children safe around the villages of Atworth and Monkton Farleigh and beyond, 
we have continued our ‘Bikeability’ sessions which provides them with the skills, knowledge 
and confidence to ride their bicycles. The teaching staff are also adding road safety lessons 
into the curriculum to support children who walk to and from school with adults or on their 
own, as well as provide them with a crucial life skill. We are delighted and extremely grateful 
that Mrs Liz Weldon (parent) continues to offer the ‘Walking Bus’ through Atworth which 
also helps keep our children safe and educate them in road safety at the same time! 
 
I am pleased to announce the school has recently acquired the externally accredited ‘Basic 
Skills Quality Mark’ recognising our commitment to the education of all children in our care. 
I would like to thank the whole school community for their hard work which has allowed us 
to achieve this. 


