
St Michael and All Angels, Atworth part of the benefice with Christ Church, Shaw - operate closely together. 

 

This time last year just coming towards the end of a period of vacancy so thank you to the team that kept 

things running smoothly during that time. 

 

I was licensed to the parish as Priest-in-charge in July and subsequently in November as Vicar.  In practice 

people will not have noticed any difference to what I do but the effect of that change is to say that so far as 

Salisbury diocese is concerned they are not looking to change the way things are organised here.  This 

means we should be able to enjoy a period of stability and therefore plan for the future with confidence. 

 

We are just coming to the end of a period of training for a number of individuals so the team who are able 

to lead services will soon number two ordained ministers, four licensed lay ministers and two lay pastoral 

assistants.  We are able to offer a variety of worship from the more traditional to the contemporary, take 

part in Collective Worship (assemblies) in Churchfields and Stonar schools and visit people in their own 

homes if they are not able to get out and about.   

 

We count it a blessing to be able to keep the church open during the day so that anyone can visit and 

appreciate the beauty of the silence and space whether or not they have a faith. It is a public building open 

to all – if a little tucked out of the way! – and people are welcome. 

 

There is a committed team of volunteers who cut the grass in our churchyard, decorate the church with 

amazing floral displays, and who keep the church clean.  Many of them are regular members of the church 

community but others are simply Atworth people who are willing to help out.  We are grateful to all of 

them. 

 

We are here for all the seasons as we give thanks to God: celebrating harvest; services of Remembrance; 

Christmas celebrations from carols by candlelight to the family Crib service on Christmas Eve; Easter 

reflection and joy which we particularly enjoyed with children and families in the church hall on Good 

Friday as we explored the Easter story.  And then there are opportunities to help couples prepare for 

marriage as well as share the celebrations of the wedding day itself, and, of course, to come alongside 

families as they grieve for those who have died.  Anyone who lives in the parish and asks for a Christian 

burial service is entitled to be buried in the churchyard.  It is a particular privilege to honour those who 

given so much to the community here often over very many years – people come and stay in this 

community it seems! 

 

We generally hold some form of worship in church each Sunday – either in the morning with traditional 

parish communion followed by a more informal contemporary service or in the evening when we have 

quiet and reflective times of prayer.  Alternate Wednesdays we hold BCP Communion services at 9.30 a.m.  

 

There has been a lovely welcome in the parish and I look forward to continuing to get to know the 

community and all that is on offer here. 


