
 
 
 

AYC report for Parish Assembly, April 2015 
 
This year has been an eventful, and, at times very challenging period for 
Atworth Youth Club.  
 
As well as several volunteers and staff members leaving the club we also had 
2 floods within the space of a week during September 2014 to contend with. 
This meant that we had to close for approximately four months. However 
following a lot of hard work and commitment from everyone we were able to 
re- open after refurbishments, in January. 
 
Between January and March of this year we were largely only open on a 
Tuesday. This was due to 2 factors: a shortage of Session Leaders / 
Volunteers and a drop in the number of older youths attending Thursday 
sessions. 
 
During the sessions on Tuesdays, activities which were offered included the 
use of games consoles, snooker and pool tables and table tennis. Outdoor 
sports such as football, basketball and badminton/tennis were also played in 
the outdoor sports court adjacent to our building. We have updated and 
replaced various items of sports kit throughout the year, including badminton 
nets and racquets and football goals.  A variety of Craft activities were also 
available. During the summer months we made use of Atworth Rec, playing 
tennis, rounders and football.  
 
In June we ran the very popular coach trip to Thorpe Park, we were unable to 
organise a similar trip to Splashdown in the autumn due to the disruption 
caused by the floods. Sadly we were forced to cancel a two day drama 
workshop due to a lack of interest from the members. However a canoe taster 
session we held in May was well attended and enjoyed by everyone. Thank 
you to Julia Manning along with her husband for running this session at the 
Chippenham Sailing and Canoe Club.  
 
We continue to be well supported by Atworth Parish Council, who awarded us 
a £1,000 grant and also helped with arranging the repairs and insurance 
claims after the floods. We are, as always, very grateful for their support. 
Other grants were received from Melksham without Parish Council, allowing 
us to offer spaces to children from Shaw & Whitley when available. Fullers 
Brewery has also continued to honour their pledge of £1,000 per year (as part 
of a five year pledge). We were also able to secure a grant from the 
Melksham Area Board to enable us to purchase a laptop & projector, the Duke 
of Edinburgh Silver group made excellent use of this for their presentation 
evening. This resource is also available for other groups in Atworth to borrow 
if needed.  
 
 
 
Generous donations from the Atworth Women’s Institute, Leafield Marine, the 
White Hart and Crane Merchandising Systems have also helped us to 
maintain a healthy bank balance.  



 
We attended various village events throughout the year running tombola and 
other stalls to help with fundraising. We also ran a very successful bag 
packing session at Asda, which many children and parents helped out with. 
 
Unfortunately March 2015 saw both our Session Leader and Chairperson 
resign from their posts. We would like to express our thanks to both Wendy 
McMahon, who has been involved with the YC for over 10 years and to Nettie 
Holley, who helped steer us through a particularly difficult time, due to flood 
damage. We then found ourselves in the unenviable position of having no 
qualified Session Leader and no functioning Management Committee. This 
forced us, once again, to close at the beginning of March. 
 
Undeterred by this setback, a few committed parents continued, with one final 
push, to advertise for new staff and volunteers .Fortunately, we can now 
report that we have successfully recruited a new Session Leader, who comes 
to us with a wealth of experience in Youth Work and new ideas to revive our 
much loved YC. We have also filled the out-standing positions on the 
Management Committee and are currently looking at ways to improve the 
overall running of the club and to secure its longevity. 
 
We re-opened on 14th April, initially for 1 session a week, for the first month. 
This will give our new staff and volunteers a chance to find their feet. In mid 
May we will then re-open on a Thursday evening to offer a session for older 
youths. 


