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Atworth Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 18th 
December 2019 at 6.45pm in Atworth Village Hall 

 Present: 

Cllrs. Effie Gale-Sides (EGS) (Chairman), Richard Clark (RC) (vice-chair), Kathy Hartley (KH), Arnold 
Snowball (AS) Andrew Gooding (AG), and Heather Chaplin (HC)],  Cllr. Phil Alford (Wiltshire Council), 
Clerk: Philip McMullen 

 

plus PCSO Maggie Ledbury and two members of the public (part of meeting only) 

 

Ref. Agenda items 

089/20 1.  Welcome  

EGS welcomed those present to the meeting this evening.  

 

090/20 2.  Apologies for absence 

The Clerk reported that no apologies had been received this evening 

091/20 3.   Declarations of interest  

To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interests, made under the Council’s Code of Conduct adopted 
17th September 2017 

It was noted that RC and AS are trustees of the Atworth Village Hall Committee. One of the planning 
applications discussed this evening is regarding a property belonging to Cllr. Andrew Gooding, who 
therefore declared an interest when that item comes up for discussion. 

 

092/20 4. Questions to the Chair of the Council by Members of the Public 

Public speaking time is restricted to 15 minutes in total  

 

 Public Participation 

There were two members of the public present at the meeting this evening. They wished to speak 
about the proposal to paint yellow lines at the entrance to Clocktower View.  

 

 Reconvene meeting  

The meeting was reconvened. 

 

093/20 5. To Receive Reports from our partner organisations  

  

5.1 Police report  

PCSO Maggie Ledbury explained that the main issue recently has been a dog poisoning incident 
across the fields. The Rural Crime officer Mark Johnson has been looking into it. There is no evidence 
to date of anything toxic being used on the land, but toxicology tests are ongoing.  

 

EGS expressed surprise that the zig-zag lines outside the school are not already on the enforcement 
list – if zig-zag lines are put in, there appears to be no automatic process for them to be added to the 
list of areas to be enforced by the parking authorities. 
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Parking on the pavements near the Bear Garage /Old Toll House could be alleviated by installing 
yellow lines. These would have to be put on the enforcement list, together with any new yellow lines. 

 

PCSO Maggie Ledbury explained that PCSO Adam Almond is taking over the beat. He originally came 
from Whitley so is familiar with the area. Maggie has been working for Atworth for 13 and a half 
years, and was warmly thanked by those present for all her hard work in the past. 

 

 5.2 Wiltshire Councillor 

 

Cllr Phil Alford (Wiltshire Council) explained there had been both an Area Board meeting and a Full 
Council meeting recently. He highlighted Wiltshire Council’s air quality strategy and the new Green 
Energy plan, which includes an investment into cost-saving schemes such as LED street-lighting. 
Melksham Campus is now moving on, including an upgrade to Melksham House which will be used 
as a residential facility for young people.  

 

Cllr Alford wants to introduce a public open spaces community network, using area board capital 
budget funding to purchase things like shredders, hedge trimmers and other resources which could 
be shared between the various active groups in the wider community area. It was possible that 
there could be something of interest to Atworth Village Hall and Recreation Ground committee. 

 

Planning application 19/06790/FUL had been considered by Planning at Wiltshire Council today. 
(18th December). The applicants had submitted a revised ecology report and amended turning area. 
Members had voted 6 to 4 in favour of the proposal.  

 

EGS asked for clarification over who we approach should the mitigation we asked for not prove to 
be properly undertaken – for example should any trees that are planted not live for at least five 
years. Cllr Alford explained that would come under Planning Enforcement. 

 

Previously the Clerk had informed the Council that 30+ additional houses would be delivered in 
Atworth in the long term EGS asked if these could be outside the current settlement boundary. PA 
to find out. 

The meeting also noted with regret that former Wilts councillor Roy While has recently passed 
away. 

 

 5.3 Village Hall committee 

 

RC reported that he had submitted a grant application to the Area Board for tables and chairs which 
had been successful on this occasion – thanks to Cllr. Alford for proposing this.  Examples of new 
stackable tables and chairs were now on show in the VH for visitors to comment upon. 

 

The Committee has now installed a sound system. Speakers and a projector are now in place along 
with a much bigger screen. This was welcomed by everyone present. 

 

AS said that the History Group have complained to him that the heating in the Village Hall had 
switched off at half past 8 one evening. RC explained that the heating is normally set to come on 
half an hour before users arrive and half an hour after they are due to leave, but he was prepared to 
investigate if specific dates and times could be given. 

 



 5.4  CATG report 

RC reported there were two items on the recent CATG meeting agenda relevant to Atworth. 

1.  Double yellow lines at Mead Park, Clock Tower View and Fleetwood Rise. 

A complaint has been received from a member of the public (MoP) from Clock Tower View about 
installing double yellow lines there as he was opposed to this.  He was also concerned that residents 
had not been asked about the proposal. EGS explained that a site meeting has been held with 
Highways, and that we haven’t been sent a draft plan yet. Once we receive that, should we agree 
with it, then at that time a plan will be displayed on site by WC for comment. This is a legal process 
of consultation.  

2. Atworth Parish Signs 

RC explained that this subject caused an issue at CATG as they claimed Box should not have installed 
signs on their Parish Border. Signs are normally erected at the entrance to the village only. CATG 
specified that if Atworth wanted to erect signs, the Parish Council would have to pay for them.  

The Clerk explained that he had approached the Clerk to Box Parish Council who had confirmed that 
the Parish Council had the signs made by Mirage Signs. The design and size and the location for the 
signs had been agreed with Wiltshire Council, although they did not go through CATG. The signs had 
to be erected by someone who was Highways Accredited and that Parish Council had chosen 
Ringway to do this. The cost of the signs from Mirage was £1776 and the cost of the erection was 
£2036. This was for four signs. (£953 each) 
 

094/20 6.  Planning Applications  

 
6.1 Application Ref: 19/11117/FUL  

Application for Full Planning 
 

Proposal:-  Same as approved application 18/06296/FUL with the only change being 
the location of the proposed garage. This application is to propose that the location 
of the garage moves from the left-hand side of the driveway (the "Melksham side") 
to the right-hand side of the driveway as viewed from the main road. All other 
details remain the same 
At:     15 Bath Road, Atworth, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8JJ 
 

Councillors considered this proposal and agreed to a response of “No Comment” to the application.  
 
6.2 Application Ref: 19/09912/TCA   
Application for Work to Trees in a Cons Area 
Proposal:-   
T1. Ash in rear garden @8m - reduce to previous cut points @4m above ground 
level. 
T2. Hornbeam @8m - trim all round to contain size, reducing by no more than @1m  
T3. Judas tree in front garden - remove deadwood, lift selected limbs from lower 
canopy over lawn to a height of no more than 2m 
At:     The Old Farmhouse, 65 Bradford Rd, Atworth, Melksham, SN12 8HY 

 
Councillors considered this proposal and agreed to a response of “No Comment” to the application.  
 

095/20 7.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

7.1 To consider, approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in 
November 2019 



 
Proposed by RC, seconded by AS and all those present were in agreement that the minutes 
represented a true record of the meeting. The minutes were presented to the Chairman for 
signature. 
 

096/20 8.  Clerk’s Report 

Updates on the following actions arising from previous minutes: 

 

8.1  Overgrown hedges. Councillors agreed that the area outside Snapdragons showed a 
marked improvement. Where hedges make the footway narrower the Clerk needs to be 
informed so that he can ask for the hedges to be cut back. 

 

8.2 Footpaths Warden 

 

Brian Flynn has requested two maps from County Hall showing footpaths and bridlepaths. 

Completed to date: obtained 100 FP Waymarks and visited the Parish on walks on 20th and 
27th November. 

Warden cleared a couple of stiles, one which was reported, as a job to be done by Wiltshire 
Council. 

Requested approval to purchase a new billhook, gloves and some Gorilla Glue – Clerk 
informed him to send through paperwork for approval. 

 
8.3 Bench at Purlpit 
 
EGS explained she had made enquiries and was unable to identify the owner of this bench. 
Its condition has deteriorated considerably and EGS recommended that we should go ahead 
and get it removed. Clerk contacted the handy-man on 17/12 and the work was completed 
19.12. An invoice is awaited. 

  

 8.4 Grass cutting 

 

The Clerk confirmed that we have a 3 year contract. The cost for the first year was 
£3628.70+VAT. An invoice in March had already been received and paid (£301.15) and he 
had chased and now received a December invoice in the sum of £3327.55. This was added 
to the Approvals list. 

 

10.6 SID. The Clerk advised that he had contacted the Clerk to Melksham Without Parish 
Council who had agreed to revise the schedule, remove the Town sites and reschedule just 
for Without and Atworth.  The SID is going to be in place for 14 days, so the cost of moving 
is only once a fortnight. Once we have a schedule and cost, we will also know what cost per 
year for each council in terms of erection. 

 

097/20 9.  Finance 

 

9.1 Agree the budget and set the precept for 2021 

 

RC proposed and HC seconded and it was unanimously RESOLVED that the total Atworth 
Parish Precept for the year 2020/21 should be set at £28,328, tax base 490, Charge band D 
£57.87. This represents a 0% change from 2019/20.  

PMN: Completed form returned 19/12/19  

 



9.2 Approval of Payment Schedule and authorisation of cheques 

 

 
  

RC proposed, HC seconded and all were in favour. 

 

9.3 Approval to accept Budget Monitoring Statement to end of November 2019 

 
Acceptance of the Budget Monitoring Statement was Proposed by AG and seconded by RC and 
approved by all.  

December 2019

 Annual 

Budget 

 Spend to date  Balance 

Remaining 

CODE

Expenditure

 £  £  £ 

CLERKS SALARY 5,600 3,679                 1,921 4000

CLERK'S OFFICE EXPENSES 560 368                    192 4005

WI VILLAGE CLEAN & TIDY 580 288                    292 4010

GENERAL ADMIN 250 107                    143 4020

INSURANCE 4,300 2,119                 2,181 4030

WALC 500 454                    46 4050

SLCC 50 43                      7 4052

BENCHES 2,300 -                     2,300 4065

SID DEPLOYMENT 400 13                      387 4070

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 1,690 665                    1,025 4100

AUDIT FEES 300 275                    25 4157

VILLAGE HALL RATES 130 135                    (5) 4200

REC RATES 170 171                    (1) 4201

VILLAGE HALL 4,500 45                      4,455 4203

WATER RATES 160 143                    17 4205

GRASS CUTTING 4,500 301                    4,199 4215

ARMISTICE WREATH (S.137*) 20 17                      3 4250

YOUTH CLUB RENT 30 -                     30 4261

PRESENTATIONS 100 65                      35 4265

HIGHWAYS WORK 2,500 -                     2,500 4300

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE EQUIPMENT 200 -                     200 4320

NOTICE BOARDS 1,500 -                     1,500 4335

VILLAGE ENHANCEMENTS 1,250 55                      1,195 4336

CLOCK TOWER SITE IMPROVEMENTS eg illuminations250 4,094                 -  £3,844 4337

VAT 1,018                 1,018-            515

Total Expenditure 31,840      14,055               17,785          

Income  £  £  £ 

PRECEPT 28,521      28,521               -                1176

B/F from existing balances 3,319        306                    3,319            1180

Grants -                     -                1050

Interest -                1190

HMRC Tax refund -  £41 - 120

VAT refund -                     0 115

Total Income 31,840      28,786               3,319            

Net Expenditure -            (14,731) 14,466          

Balance Brought Forward 20,216      

Current  Balance (Cashbook) 34,947      

Current Balance (Deposit A/c) -            

-Current  Balance (Bank) 34,946      

=Unpresented cheques   £0

Atworth Parish Budget Monitoring 2019/20



 

098/20 10.  Agenda items 
 
 10.1 Village benches  
 

The Clerk had obtained quotes and brochures from a number of alternative suppliers, 
copies of which were circulated amongst councillors. Councillors agreed on the Armed 
Forces and centenary benches – the idea being to have a First World War bench one side of 
the clock Tower and the Second on the other (plus plain benches in other parts of the 
village) 
 
Armed Forces bench seat: cost £896 +VAT +Delivery. 
Price for a stainless-steel dedication plaque 120x80mm accommodating up to 45 words of 
engraving, fitted, is £49 +VAT. 
Price for a bolt down kit to secure to a hard standing is £9.50 +VAT or alternatively price for 
a set of underground leg extensions for securing into a soft standing is £27 +VAT. 
WW2 bench seat: cost is £781 +VAT +Delivery. 
(same costs as above for an optional dedication plaque and for fixings) 
Delivery of 1no bench seat to Atworth, Melksham is £105 +VAT, delivery of 2no is £145 
+VAT.  
 
Proposed by RC that we purchase two seats for the Clock Tower at the catalogue price, 
seconded by HC, supported by all with one abstention. Action on Clerk to arrange purchase 
via EGS. The other two benches would be purchased as soon as ones similar to those 
recently installed at bus stops are found. The current bench at the Clock Tower would be 
relocated. 
 
10.2 Repairs to bell at clock tower 
 
RC explained that Symon Boyd the clock repairer has recommended and agreed to fix a new 
shorter cable – hopefully before the New Year. An estimate of the price is to follow. 
 
10.3  Information Noticeboard 
 
EGS suggested Shelley Signs as an example,  
who gave a sample cost of £650 for a 3’x2’ sign. The History Group would need to provide 
the information to go on there. There would also be a footpath map. It would be sited by 
the Clock Tower.  
 
10.4 Purchase of community notice board 
 
The Clerk explained that he had spoken to several suppliers that we had used before, one of 
which had stated that the only way the dual door unit could be opened by anyone without a 
key (which is a requirement for a village noticeboard) would be to glue the keys into the 
locks, although that would invalidate any guarantee on the unit. The Clerk had therefore 
received an alternative quote from Noticeboards Online. This unit would match the present 
one in place in the Village Hall and elsewhere in the village which had “thumb-locks” on the 
doors.  
 
The company had offered to hold the 2019 price and also include a 10% Goodwill Gesture 
Discount bringing the cost down to £1,578.60 plus VAT (£1894.56 tot.) 

 
Councillors discussed the options and agreed to the Noticeboards Online option with 
discount.  
 

https://www.davidogilvie.com/products/memorial-commemorative
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RC proposed that we purchase the noticeboard at the agreed rate. AG seconded and all 
were in favour. 
 
Action on Clerk to place the order. Delivery was to be arranged in the New Year via the 
Chair. 
 

 

099/20 11. Correspondence 

There had been no correspondence received beyond that which has been discussed as part of the 
Agenda. 

 

100/20 12. Any Other Business 

 

AS mentioned that the village caretakers would like some of the plastic rings to hold bins. EGS 
explained that they should purchase them and we will reimburse. 

 

101/20 13. Date of the Next Meeting of Atworth Parish Council 

 
15th January 2020 in Village Hall 

 
Followed by 26th February 2020 in the Village Hall, and then 25th March 2020 again in the 
Village Hall. 
 

  

 Meeting closed at 21:15 
 
 

 
x 

Signed………………………………………………………….                               Date ………………………………………. 


