Atworth Parish Council
Minutes of a CONFERENCE Meeting of Atworth Parish Council held
on 15th July 2020
www.atworth.org
Invited:
Cllrs. Effie Gale-Sides (EGS) (Chairman), Richard Clark (RC) (vice-chair) and Cllrs. Heather Chaplin
(HC), Andrew Gooding (AG), K. Hartley (KH)
Clerk: Philip McMullen

Ref.
163/20

Agenda items

164/20

2.

1.
Declarations of Interest
RC is a trustee of the Village Hall committee.
Notes from previous meeting

EGS proposed that the notes of the June meeting be accepted as a true record. AG was in favour.
There were no objections.
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3.

Receive Reports from External Agencies

3.1

Police Report

The Clerk reported that he was aware of no community impactive crimes in the Atworth Parish
Council area reported in the June/July Melksham Area Community Policing Team Area Briefing.
3.2

Report from Wiltshire Councillor

No report was received from this occasion from Cllr Phil Alford
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4.

Planning Applications

4.1

Application Ref: 20/04805/TCA

Application for Work to Trees in a Cons Area
Proposal:- T1 - Crown reduce Weeping Willow tree by approximately 2m
T2 - Re-shape Pear tree by reducing selected branches by approximately 1.5 m
T3 - Re-shape magnolia tree by reducing selected branches by approx. 1.5 m
At:

84 Bradford Road, Atworth, SN12 8HY

Councillors considered the proposal and resolved to submit a response of “No
Comment”
4.2

Application Ref: 20/04789/FUL

Application for Full Planning
Proposal:- Single storey side extension

At:

53 Bath Road, Atworth, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8JY

Councillors considered the proposal and resolved to submit a response of “No
Comment”
Plans are available to view on Wiltshire Council's website
at http://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/ApplicationSearch.aspx
4.3
Land to rear of 133A West Farm, Atworth. Application ref: 19/03161/FUL - Proposed
demolition of existing outbuilding and construction of a one and a half storey 2 bedroom
dwelling with associated landscaping and parking.
The Clerk reported that Atworth Parish Council had considered this application in 2019 and had
not objected, but had expressed concern that ownership of the access and adjacent turning circle
should be adequately investigated.
Wiltshire Council had now written to explain that the settlement boundary limits for the village
of Atworth have changed since the application was initially registered in April 2019, such that the
application site is now outside of the defined Settlement Boundary Limits, whereas previously it
was included within it. There were a number of outstanding issues that they wished to see
addressed before Wiltshire Council is able to lend support to the scheme – including the right of
access to the application site across the courtyard area, which still needs definitive confirmation
from the applicant’s solicitor that there is in fact a legal right to access the proposed
development. [This was the point originally highlighted by the Parish Council.]
The current time extension has expired and in light of the additional work which needs to be
undertaken, Wiltshire Council is suggesting an extension of time until the end of October 2020.
Once the detailed areas of concern have been addressed, Wiltshire Council will need to reconsult with the Parish Council and the local neighbours for their views.
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5.

Finance

5.1

Approval of Payment Schedule and authorisation of cheques

EGS proposed, AG seconded and the approvals were accepted as a true record.

5.3

Approval to accept Budget Monitoring Statement to end of June 2020

Link to file
Acceptance of the Budget Monitoring Statement was Proposed by AG and seconded by EGS and
approved by consent.
5.4
Rates rebate. The Clerk confirmed that he had now heard back from Wiltshire Council via
his personal email address and that we will be receiving a bank credit on both the Village Hall
annual rates account and the Recreation ground account of £157.10 and £174.08 respectively.
This will be reflected in next month’s budget monitor.
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6.

Clerk’s report

6.1

Covid-19 update

6.1.1 The Clerk explained that effective 4th July the UK government announced the further easing
of lockdown restrictions.
Social distancing has been reduced to 1 metre.
Groups of up to six people can now meet outside in England as long as they maintain social
distancing.
Play Areas can now reopen but our insurers require a risk assessment for each Play Area. A proforma risk assessment had been passed to Cllr. Clarke for consideration. This can be revised and
edited as the ongoing situation changes.
The new guidance gives specific guidance for village halls. "From 4 July, users of community
facilities should limit their social interactions to 2 households (including support bubbles) in any
location; or, if outdoors, potentially up to 6 people from different households.”
The Clerk therefore recommends that the Village Hall remains closed for the time being.
Link to further guidance
6.1.2 Meetings of Parish Council:
The Clerk reported that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) announced on 25th June
that it should be noted that, notwithstanding the recent partial relaxation of ‘lockdown’
restrictions, NALC’s current advice remains that parish councils should not meet other than by the
use of ‘remote’ means, as made possible by the Flexibility Regulations implemented on 4th April.
The point has been made that, with the facility to hold meetings by remote means being available,
there is no reason why parish councils should be considering holding ‘face to face’ meetings,
whatever the arguments about the risks associated with face-to-face contact and ‘physical’
gatherings having lessened. The advice is unequivocal: until further notice, parish councils should
hold remote meetings only.
6.2 End of Year audit. The Clerk reported the completed AGAR (annual accounting return) and
supporting documents had been sent to the auditors on 24th June
The Internal Audit Report had now been completed and signed off by the internal auditor. A bill
for this work was included in this month’s Approvals.
6.2.1 The Clerk explained that the Period of Exercise of Public Rights, during which parishioners
are entitled to view the accounts by appointment, had been set between 15th June 2020 and 24th
July 2020.
6.3 Casual Vacancy
The Clerk previously reported that he had written to Wiltshire Council notifying them of the
resignation of Cllr. Snowball at the May meeting. The Notice of Election was advertised on
noticeboards and the website. The closing date for parishioners to call an election was 25th June.
Wiltshire Council have now written to confirm that there were no applications and that the
Parish Council will be able to co-opt at such time as Covid-19 restrictions are fully lifted and they
are able to meet in person once again.

One person has indicated that they wish to apply for co-option. The application is in the post and
Councillors will be given details at the next meeting.
6.4 GDPR
The Clerk confirmed that we have now been registered for the year with the Information
Commissioner’s Office copy of certificate
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7.

Agenda items

7.1
Flags. EGS explained that the new flags had now been received, but as two people are
needed to raise them, social distancing prevents progress. The flag at Shell Court had a broken
lanyard. EGS is hoping to erect repair the rope and erect the flag at Shell Court in September.
7.2
Bath Road eastern bus shelter ivy cut-back, roof repairs and new window. The Clerk
reported that a letter was posted to residents on 4th May asking them to cut back branches. EGS
observed that the branches were still resting on the roof. The work had also been notified to the
Parish Steward. The noticeboard contractor would be asked to provide an estimate of the cost
for the new window.
7.3
Benches and noticeboards. EGS explained that there are now four benches and a
noticeboard, all ready to be erected.
The Clerk explained that a meeting had been held with a potential contractor on 7th July and an
estimate for the work received today, 15th July. Councillors were asked to consider approving the
estimate that was placed before them in order that the works could proceed.
EGS proposed, AG seconded and a consensus of Councillors was assumed. Clerk to notify the
contractor and arrange for the work to be completed.
7.4
Tree planting. The Clerk reported that he had applied to the Woodland Trust for up to 30
free trees (a coppice) which, if the application was approved, would be delivered in November.
There would be no charge. AES Ltd will give a quote to plant 30 whips on the verge to the east of
Neston Lane. They will also quote for planting seven saplings on the verge to the rear of the
Chapel car park.
7.5
EGS asked the Clerk to investigate whether permission could be granted to move the
yellow grit bin from its present location to the grass verge on the eastern side of the clock tower.
The Clerk had contacted the Winter Services Team at Wiltshire Council who had written to say,
“the Wiltshire winter team are happy for the bin to be moved onto the grassed area opposite its
current location.”
7.6
Footpaths noticeboard. EGS asked the Clerk to consider the proposed Atworth
Footpaths signboard to be erected by the Clocktower. The Clerk is pursuing quotes for supply,
design and production and installation. Action on EGS to contact the designer with an outline of
the requirements.
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8.

Correspondence

8.1 Letter regarding problem with footpath through Godwins Close.

Councillors considered letters received from a resident who complained about young cyclists
putting elderly residents at risk on the footpath through Godwins Close.
The Clerk had asked the Police to step up patrols in the area following concerns raised by the
tone of the correspondence.
The Clerk reminded councillors that in order to comply with disability legislation, and
accommodate the increasingly larger mobility scooters, any cycle barriers would need to be
widely staggered, which largely negates their intended purpose. Satisfying the elderly who are
reassured by barriers, the disabled who are frustrated by barriers, and the parents who, when
this subject was previously raised in 2012, felt their children were being unfairly penalised, was,
and may continue to be, no easy task.
If the Parish Council are resolved to install additional cycling barriers and/or additional No Cycling
signage along this link path then the Clerk would complete and submit a Highways Improvement
form to the CATG for debate and an estimate of costs. Note however that CATG will not be
operational until after the Covid-19 restrictions had been completely lifted.
A senior Highways Officer at Wiltshire Council offered the following insight:
1. This is effectively two distinct link paths that meet in a cul-de-sac of Godwins Close and
I’m certain that any NPT attempt to enforce would require four such signs and poles to be
erected, the cost of which would not be insignificant.
2. Of all the Wiltshire Council warnings on budgets that I have heard over the years, the
latest are clearly the most serious and potentially damaging to the organisation. As a local
highway maintenance office, we need to focus on maintaining the existing infrastructure as
best we can and this leaves little or no room for improvement projects.
3. ‘neutral’ observers will feel prompted to enquire why the public purse was used for this
purpose.
4. It will weaken any argument from our respective Councils that this is the most
challenging financial crisis to hit Local Government in decades.
The Clerk also spoke at length with the Rights of Way team at Wiltshire Council.
As the path is both a Public Right of Way (ATWO26) and adopted Highway, any signage can only
be enforced if the path is subject to a Prohibition of Cycling Order, which could potentially incur
even more cost. The Rights of Way team will get in touch with the Definitive Map team in County
Hall and see if they can undertake a legal event modification order (LEMO) to remove the section
of ATWO26 through the housing estate of Godwins Close. This will purely be an administration
process, which should have been done in 1990 when the estate was adopted, and users of the
path will not notice any changes.
The Clerk summarised that this was a challenging and difficult issue for the Parish Council to
address, and that even going to the considerable expense of installing barriers or signage was no
guarantee of changing the public’s behaviour. He suggested that Councillors may (at a later date)
wish to ask Churchfields School to run an awareness campaign - maybe the children could design
their own signage to be erected along such paths?
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9.

Date of the Next Meeting of Atworth Parish Council

There being a scheduled summer break in August, the next scheduled meeting will take place on
23rd September 2020
The Clerk will continue to maintain a documentary record of actions.
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10.

Any Other Business

10.1
The Clerk asked councillors to consider during the summer vacation period the fact that
EGS would be retiring from the parish council after 25 years of service in April 2021 and how best
to mark the occasion. There is a gavel board which was previously presented to Cllr. W.
Greenland for 25 years’ service which could have an additional inscription added, for example.

Signed………………………………………………………….

Date ……………………………………….

