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Atworth Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of Atworth Parish Council held on 18th 
November 2020  

 Attended: 

Cllrs. Effie Gale-Sides (EGS) (Chairman), Richard Clark (RC) (vice-chairman), Andrew 
Gooding (AG), Penny Telling (PT), Maddy Palmer (MP), Stephen Walkden (SW), Heather 
Chaplin (HC), Kathleen Hartley (KH), and David Winnie (DW) 

 

Clerk: Philip McMullen 

Cllr. Phil Alford (Wiltshire Council) 

Cllr. Trevor Carbin (Wiltshire Council, Holt and Staverton) 

 

Ref. Agenda items 

222/20 1.  Introduction  

EGS welcomed those present to the meeting, in particular the guests this evening, Cllrs. 
Phil Alford (Melksham Without North) and Trevor Carbin (Holt and Staverton) and two 
members of the public. She had met with Trevor and showed him around Atworth. 
 

223/20 2.  Apologies for Absence 

 

No apologies for absence were received on this occasion. 

 

224/20 3.  Declarations of Interest 

 

To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interests, made under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct adopted 17th September 2017 

 

Noted that RC is chairman of the VH charity. 

 

225/20 4.  Questions to the Chair of the Council by Members of the Public 

Public speaking time is restricted to 15 minutes in total  

Public Participation 

Reconvene meeting  

There was one member of the public in attendance who briefly introduced herself, 
explaining that she’s intending to stand as a candidate for the Unitary Council next year. 

226/20 5. To Receive Reports from our partner organisations  

 

227/20 5.1 Wiltshire Councillor 

 

Cllr Alford explained there’s a Wiltshire Council meeting coming up shortly to discuss the 
boundary changes coming next year. It was noted that Atworth Youth Club had been 
awarded a grant of £5,000 at the most recent Melksham Area Board. Cllr Alford also 
mentioned the A350 by-pass proposals which could potentially come west rather than 
east of Melksham.  

 

Details are available via the Wiltshire Council website. 

 

http://www.atworth.org/
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/highways-a350-melksham-bypass?fbclid=IwAR0Wp3-v6ZM0PuPGZEBD5aXFFTUPrKWNh_1y-Qg7te2G2ZliHF5DmBZVMt8


228/20 5.2 Village Hall committee 

 

RC informed that new tables were in place and that a structural engineer was visiting the 
VH in the very near future. 

 

MP asked whether it would be possible to raise the issue of refurbishing the tennis courts 
onto the VH committee agenda. Councillors agreed that the tennis courts are a useful 
potential facility but there is an unknown cost involved in refurbishing and maintaining 
them. 

 

229/20 5.3  CATG report 

 

MP raised a point about whether gullies were regularly cleared. The Clerk explained that 
he provided the Parish Steward with a schedule of work on a monthly basis and 
encouraged Councillors to provide him with details of any potential problem areas. 
 

 5.4 Transport Group 

 

Report received from the Transport sub-group 

 

The transport group reported that they would like at least two SIDs  
 
The Clerk confirmed that a meeting could be held with Wiltshire Council Highways to 
establish any possible improvements. PT asked for this to be done as soon as possible.  

 
The Clerk reported that Melksham Without PC have been seeking an accredited 
contractor to deploy the shared SID. 
 

The Clerk was awaiting a response from the Clerk at Broughton Gifford regarding the 
report on the traffic improvement works that they were undertaking there. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk should establish a price for painting the village gates white. 
Idverde are contracted to clean the gates. 

 

EGS thanked the traffic group for an extremely useful report. In view of the issues raised 
Traffic would be a standing agenda item each month, starting in December. 

 

SW agreed to submit a summary of Parish Council decisions to the village Facebook 
group once approved by the Clerk, together with a link to the APC website. 

 

 5.5 Atworth Youth Club 

No report was received from the Youth Club at the meeting this evening. 

230/20 6.  Planning Applications  

 Councillors to consider any Planning Applications received 

 
The Clerk reported that there were no new applications to consider this evening. 

  
The Clerk informed councillors that regarding application 20/00825/NF, which was raised 
at the previous meeting, Wiltshire Council’s Planning Enforcement Officer had 
investigated and reported back that as there was no breach of planning control, the file 
on this matter will be closed. 
 
  

https://mcusercontent.com/45123c38bbc1ffe5f13f8c256/files/114be329-d76e-4071-9d56-42d005ceb1d7/Traffic_Report_to_the_PC_meeting_18th_November_2020.pdf


231/20 7.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

7.1 To consider, approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held in October 2020 

 

RC proposed and PT seconded that the minutes of the October meeting be accepted as a 
true record and all were in favour. 

 

232/20 8. Application for co-option onto the Parish Council. 

 

Councillors to consider applications received following the announcement of co-option 
opportunities for the vacant post on Atworth Parish Council. 

 

Following a public vote, the application was unanimously approved and there were no 
abstentions. 

 

The successful applicant was asked to complete the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, 
which was witnessed by the Clerk, and Cllr. David Winnie was duly welcomed onto the 
Parish Council. 

233/20 9. Finance 

 

9.1 Approval of Payment Schedule and authorisation of cheques 

 

HC proposed PT seconded and all were in favour of the Approvals list being signed 

 

 9.2 Approval to accept Budget Monitoring Statement for November (i.e. to end 
of October 2020) 

 



 

AG proposed DW seconded and all were in favour that the budget monitor was adopted 
as a true record. Clerk to note that the VAT refund figure shown needs to be corrected 
next month (post minute note: this has now been done for the next meeting) 

 

234/20 10.  Agenda Items 
  

10.1  Defibrillator update from SW Ambulance Service 

Councillors were asked to note that our defibrillator is out of warranty in February 
2021.EGS explained that we can keep the existing machine, which is checked weekly.  
When it does eventually fail, we will need to buy a new machine, which would be circa. 
£1200.  (post minute note: Current model £1,045 +VAT inc. battery + 8 years warranty) 
Ambulance Service offered a new one at circa. £1800.  RC proposed HC seconded, and 
all agreed to keep the existing machine and for Clerk to add it to our Asset Register in 
February 2021 

Councillors agreed to the latter proposal unanimously.  
  

10.2 Councillors to consider the draft Budget for the year 2021/22 

  

EGS explained that in order to get the precept in on time it’s best to get it agreed early. 
She would therefore take everyone’s considerations into account, circulate a draft 
budget, and we could make a decision at the next meeting.  

 

EGS was asked to provide two possible budgets, one based on no precept increase and 
a second which included setting aside £10,000 for highways improvements. 

 



MP asked that a new heading is created to cover the costs of a new Parish Plan. The 
meeting agreed £500 should be set aside for that. 

 

235/20 11.  Chairman’s Announcements 

 

A brief overview of improvements in the Clock Tower area to date was provided by the 
Chairman. 

 
236/50 12. Date of the Next Meeting of Atworth Parish Council 

 
The next scheduled meeting will take place on 16th December 2020. Dial-in details will be 
provided by the Clerk. 
 

 
 

 
 

Signed………………………………………………………….                               Date ………………………………………. 


