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Atworth Parish Council 

Minutes of a Meeting of Atworth Parish Council held on 17th 
February 2021 

 Attended: 

Cllrs. Effie Gale-Sides (EGS) (Chairman), Penny Telling (PT), Maddy Palmer (MP), 
Stephen Walkden (SW), Heather Chaplin (HC), David Winnie (DW), Kathleen Hartley (KH) 

and Richard Clark (RC) (vice-chairman) 

 

Clerk: Philip McMullen 

 

Guests: 

 Cllr Phil Alford (Wiltshire Council) 

Cllr. Trevor Carbin (Wiltshire Council, Holt and Staverton) (part of meeting only) 

Plus six members of the public  

 

Ref. Agenda items 

016/21 1.  Introduction  

EGS welcomed those present to the meeting, in particular the guests and members of 
the public.  
 

017/21 2.  Apologies for Absence 

 

The Clerk reported that apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Trevor Carbin 
(Wiltshire Council, Holt and Staverton) who had another meeting to attend, but hoped to 
attend later. His attendance has been recorded above. 

 

018/21 3.  Declarations of Interest 

 

To receive Councillors’ Declarations of Interests, made under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct adopted 17th September 2017 

 

Noted that RC is chairman of the AVH charity. 

 

019/21 4.  Questions to the Chair of the Council by Members of the Public 

Public speaking time is restricted to 15 minutes in total  

 

Public Participation 

Six members of the public joined the meeting and mentioned that they would like to 
address the subject of the planning application at agenda item 6.1 

Reconvene meeting  

 
020/21 5. To Receive Reports from our partner organisations  

 

021/21 5.1 Wiltshire Council 

 

http://www.atworth.org/


Cllr Carbin mentioned that had has asked for an Atworth representative to be invited to 
the Bradford Area Board meeting on March 3rd to help with the transition.  

 

Cllr Alford also mentioned the Local Development Plan. He has held meetings with 
Spacial Planning in Wiltshire Council and recognises that we are at a very early stage. 
The officers are looking for the views of local residents. It would be helpful if as many 
members of the public as possible could submit their own responses in addition to that of 
Atworth Parish Council.  

 

There is a full Wiltshire Council meeting taking place next week. The council tax for the 
year is being agreed at that time – there is some substantial capital investment planned, 
as well as money ring-fenced for adult social care services. 

 

The construction of the Melksham Campus is  to commence next month. 

 

022/21 5.2 Village Hall committee 

 

RC gave the meeting an update on the new meeting room. Little has happened other 
than background work, including on-site meetings with contractors. The structural 
engineer has revisited and has undertaken some design revisions, especially the RSJs 

 

023/21 5.3  CATG report 

 

RC reported that there is a meeting taking place in the beginning of March. The yellow 
lines will be going in when the weather is warmer. Our Highways Officer after May when 
we join Bradford on Avon’s CATG will be Kirsty Rhodes (it is currently Mark Stansby) 

 

 5.4 Atworth Youth Club 

 

EGS stated that she had met with a AYC trustee who had stated that the youth club toilet 
refurbishments were going ahead. 

 

4Youth appeared to be pressing ahead with their plans in the local press. No decision 
regarding the amendments required to the lease (which is due for renewal in February 
2022) had been forthcoming as yet.  

 

MP as the Youth Club representative offered to speak to EGS concerning further 
information. 

 

 5.5  Police report 

 

21.01.21  Bath Road, Atworth  - Unknown offender/s have stripped a vehicle of all of its 
lights front and rear. There has been no damage to the vehicle.  
 
There was a Covid report of two 52 seater coaches at Great Chalfield but these turned 
out to be from a Bristol TV company doing a recce at the Manor for a new production. All 
employees were socially distanced and wearing masks, only 6 on one coach and 9 on 
the other. 
 

024/21 6.  Planning Applications  

 

6.1 

Application Ref: 20/11497/FUL  



Application for: Full Planning 

Proposal:  Extension and alteration to existing building, bunded tank, lean 
to plant room and security fence 

At:     Unit 8 Atworth Business Park, Bath Road, Atworth, SN12 8SB 

 
Councillors discussed application 20/11497/FUL. 
 
Cllr Alford explained that he had called in the application at Wiltshire Council. He has 
spoken to the applicants. He was hoping for some conditions to be put forward by 
Wiltshire Council to show how the application could be improved, as he is sympathetic to 
Bristol Soap. He recognises that they need side access, and he will be continuing to 
speak to the planning officer to explore the options. A revised application can then 
hopefully come back before the Parish Council.  
 
Regarding the application placed before councillors, a vote was taken. There were five 
objections. Clerk to notify Wiltshire Council that Atworth Parish Council OBJECTED to 
the application. 
 
 
6.2  

Application Ref: 20/10049/FUL  

Application for: Full Planning 

Proposal:  Rear extension and loft roof conversion, with addition of first 
floor. 

At:     173 D Purlpit, Atworth, SN12 8HG 

Councillors discussed the application and noted that the original plans proposed dormers 
on the rear elevation and that the revised plans have omitted these dormers.  

On the basis of the revision to hand, councillors voted NO OBJECTIONS. Clerk to file a 
response with Wiltshire Council. 

 
025/21 7.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

7.1 To consider, approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in 
January 2021. 

 

RC proposed and PT seconded that the minutes of the January meeting be accepted as a 
true record and all were in favour. 

 

026/21 8.  Clerk’s Report 

 

8.1 Painting the Village Gates. EGS observed that the Village Gates have now been 
painted as part of the IdVerde maintenance contract. Councillors were very pleased that 
this work has been done. EGS remarked that IdVerde can also clean bus shelter roofs if 
requested. We need to establish the possible cost. Action on Clerk to check with IdVerde. 
 

8.2  Flags. The flag at Shell Court will need to be re-attached. SW offered to take a 
look if several people working together could complete the task, as had been done 
previously. Otherwise, a cherry picker needed to be hired. EGS explained that the flag at 
the clock tower has now been fixed. There is no doubt that a stronger rope will be 
needed. We might consider two in readiness. It was proposed that Clerk should purchase 
new halyards, to a maximum of £80. Proposal submitted by PT, seconded by AW and all 
were in favour. PMN: Approvals updated to show the purchase of 2 x strong ropes 
(halyards) 



 

027/21 9. Finance 

 

9.1 Approval of Payment Schedule and authorisation of cheques 

 

RC proposed, AG seconded and all were in favour of the Approvals list being signed off. 

 

9.2 Approval to accept Budget Monitoring Statement for February (i.e. to end of 
January 2021) 

 

 

 

PT proposed DW seconded and all were in favour that the budget monitor was adopted 
as a true record.  

028/21 10.  Agenda Items 
  



 10.1  Speed Indicator Device (SID) 

 

SW’s report was received and considered with thanks.  

 

Following a brief discussion, it was proposed by PT and seconded by AG that Atworth 
Parish Council purchases a SID or SIDS with “Thank You” and “Slow Down” displays, 
plus data collection, and associated ancillary equipment. The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

 

The traffic sub-committee would meet before the meeting in March and come up with a 
costed proposal. 

 

EGS observed that we would need a Metro-count in place before placing a SID in the 
middle of the village.  

 

It was then proposed by PT and seconded by MP that we no longer continue with the SID 
loan scheme with Melksham Without Parish Council. Councillors agreed with this 
proposal unanimously. Clerk to inform MWPC [action completed 18/02/21] 

 

 10.2  Local Plan Review.  

 
A draft submission to the Local Plan Review on behalf of APC was prepared by the Clerk 
and MP and was placed before the Council for consideration. 
 
EGS noted several minor amendments and asked that amongst significant restraints the 
fact that there are no brownfield sites available be included. 
 
Given those amendments adoption of the report was proposed by AG and seconded by 
DW and approved unanimously. [submitted by Clerk 18/02/21] 
 
Councillors were encouraged to also submit their own comments to the proposals. 
 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-review 

 

 10.3 Woodland area project  

 

SW had contacted the resident who had expressed interest in looking for land on which 
to plant trees in Atworth. The resident had been encouraged to write to the Village Hall 
committee regarding the Recreation Ground and Neston Park could also be approached. 
EGS has asked the landowner about the paddock to the rear of Prospect Fields 
becoming a community woodland area and confirmed that the owner had declined. 

 

029/21 11. Correspondence 

 

11.1 The Clerk reported that a resident had written expressing concern about traffic on 
Bradford Road by Stonar School. PT had visited the site and agreed that the speed 
restriction signage is faded and the road markings need to be refreshed. Action on the 
Clerk to raise an issue via the Wiltshire Council reporting system [ reported 18/02/21 
Case number - 00017944 ] 

 

11.2 SW has been approached by a MoP requesting a designated area at the Recreation 
ground for teenagers, e.g. a Parkour. MoP was advised to write to RC as Chairman of 
Trustees. EGS advised that the young people should form themselves into a group, with 

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-review


one or two adult trustees, as they could then apply for grants, subject to AVH trustees 
supporting the project. 

 

030/21 12.  Councillor’s Announcements 

 

12.1 AG asked whether the path on the A365 along to Lowden could be sided out as it’s 
growing narrow and impassable. Our neighbouring parish needs to ask the Parish 
Steward as well. Clerk to request the parish Steward to undertake the work and to confer 
with MWPC. [action completed 18/02/21] 

 

12.2 Mead Park Bench.  EGS suggested that the past few months have not been kind to 
the concrete bench and there are a lot of cracks. She had suggested wrapping each leg 
in a cement “plaster cast” but was advised that this is not a suitable solution. It was 
recommended that the bench is removed. EGS has removed the plaque that was 
formerly on there so it can be replaced at a later date. Council agreed to have the bench 
removed until a replacement could be sourced and for SW to notify the public via 
Facebook. The Clerk advised that the replacement benches used elsewhere in the village 
(1800mm Southgate model benches) had each cost £531 plus VAT, delivery and 
installation in June 2020. 

 

12.3 Saplings have been planted on the green to the rear of the Chapel car park. A 
hawthorn and a hazel were missing. Clerk offered to supply these to EGS for her to plant. 

 

031/21 13. Date of the Next Meeting of Atworth Parish Council 

 
 12.1 The next scheduled meeting will take place on 17th March 2021. Dial-in 
details will be provided by the Clerk. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Signed………………………………………………………….                               Date ………………………………………. 


